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Announcements
48 Expanded the AATS Leadership Academy program by
sponsoring an advanced program for Division Chiefs
and agreed to implement an international forum during
next year’s Annual Meeting for selected members who
are responsible for formal training programs.
 Assumed administrative responsibilities for the Adult
Cardiac and General Thoracic Surgery Biology Clubs.
 Approved the establishment of an ad hoc Evidence
Based Guidelines Committee.
 Authorized a membership survey providing members
with an opportunity to individually volunteer for com-
mittee appointments.
 Authorized the development of a Web site to supple-
ment the publication of Thoracic Surgery News under
the direction of Dr Yolanda Colson.
 Established an annual 360 degree review process for
the editors and associate editors of the association’s
journal and three sister scientific publications.
 Agreed to conduct an annual executive session with
the leadership of the STS to identify those areas in
which our two organizations might work most closely
for the benefit of our specialty.
 Expanded our five-year commitment to financially
support the TSFRE.
 Continued its annual Strategic Planning process and
authorized conducting six targeted focus group discus-
sions during this Annual Meeting intended to provide
Council with member input into the future directions of
the organization.
 Elected the following thirty-seven surgeons to Active
membership:
B Gorav Ailawadi, MD, Charlottesville, VA
B Lishan Aklog, MD, Phoenix, AZ
B Rafael Andrade, MD, Minneapolis, MN
B Vinay Badhwar, MD, Orlando, FL
B Faisal Bakaeen, MD, Houston, TX
B Thomas Beaver, MD, Gainesville, FL
B Lael-Anson Best, MD, Haifa, Israel
B Andrea Carpenter, MD, San Antonio, TX
B Haiquan Chen, MD, Shanghai, China
B Traves Crabtree, MD, St. Louis, MO
B Juan Crestanello, MD, Columbus, OH
B Eric Devaney, MD, Ann Arbor, MI
B Paul Fedak, MD, Calgary, AB, Canada
B Michael Firstenberg, MD, Columbus, OH
B Seth Force, MD, Atlanta, GA
B Mark Galantowicz, MD, Columbus, OH
B Changqing Gao, MD, Beijing, China
B Jeffrey Heinle, MD, Houston, TX
B Wayne Hoftstetter, MD, Houston, TX
B Krishna Iyer, MD, New Delhi, India
B Ranjit John, MD, Minneapolis, MN
B Kamal Khabbaz, MD, Boston, MA4 The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular SurgB Brian Kogon, MD, Atlanta, GA
B Igor Konstantinov, MD, Melbourne, Australia
B Benjamin Kozower, MD, Charlottesville, VA
B Michael Lanuti, MD, Boston, MA
B Virginia Litle, MD, Rochester, NY
B Xiao-Cheng Liu, MD, Tianjin, China
B Mathias Loebe, MD, Houston, TX
B Mahender Macha, MD, Jackson, MS
B Noboru Motomura, MD, Tokyo, Japan
B Christian Pizzaro, MD, Wilmington, DE
B Patrick Ross, Jr., MD, Columbus, OH
B Edward Sako, MD, San Antonio, TX
B Rakesh Suri, MD, Rochester, MN
B Thorsten Wahlers, MD, Cologne, Germany
B Gerhard Ziemer, MD, Tuebingen, Germany
Please make plans to attend the 92nd Annual Meeting of the
American Association for Thoracic Surgery to be held at the
Moscone West Convention Center, in San Francisco, CA,
April 28–May 2, 2012.2011 Heart Valve Summit: Medical, Surgical,
and Interventional Decision Making
October 13—15, 2011
JW Marriott Chicago
Chicago, IL
The preliminary program has been announced. View the
program and register for the Heart Valve Summit at
www.aats.org/valve.
Program Directors
David H. Adams, MD, FACC
Steven F. Bolling, MD, FACC
Robert O. Bonow, MD, MACC
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Nurse Planner
Michele Langenfeld, RN, MS
Honored Lecturers
Martin B. Leon, MD, FACC
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery (AATS)
and the American College of Cardiology Foundation
(ACCF) have partnered once again to bring you the only ed-
ucational program that addresses valvular heart disease from
a cardiology and surgical point-of-view, the 2011 Heart
Valve Summit.
Using an integrative approach to managing medical, surgical
and interventional challenges in valvular heart disease, world
renowned cardiologists and cardiac surgeons will provideery c August 2011
Announcementsyou with clinically relevant information on the current and
future directions in valvular heart disease. This unique, in-
ter-disciplinary program will include real world, interactive
case-based patient management discussions, review of cur-
rent practice guidelines, and focused breakouts for cardiolo-
gists, cardiac surgeons, nurses and physician assistants.
The program is cosponsored by the American Society of
Echocardiography, The Society for Cardiovascular Angiogra-
phy and Interventions, and the Society of Thoracic Surgeons.
TARGETAUDIENCE
Cardiologists, interventional cardiologists, cardiothoracic
surgeons, internists, nurses, physician assistants and all
healthcare professionals involved in the evaluation, diagno-
sis and/or management of patients with valvular heart dis-
ease are strongly encouraged to attend this program.
ACCREDITATION
Physicians
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery is accredited
by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Educa-
tion to provide continuing medical education for physicians.
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery designates
this live activity for a maximum of 19 AMAPRACategory 1
Credits. Physicians should claim only the credit commen-
surate with the extent of their participation in the activity.
Nurses
The American College of Cardiology Foundation (ACCF) is
accredited as a provider of continuing nursing education by
the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission
on Accreditation.
The ACCF designates this educational activity for a maxi-
mum of 19 continuing education hours. Requirements for
successful completion are attendance in a session in its
entirety and completing the evaluation tool.
While offering credits as noted above, the program is not
intended to provide extensive training or certification in
the field.
REGISTRATION
Register today at www.aats.org/valve to see first-hand why
this program continually receives high-rankings and has
been referred to as ‘‘one of the best meetings I have ever
attended—practical, patient oriented, and the lecturers really
had true clinical experience.’’Aortic Symposium 2012
April 26–27, 2012
Sheraton Hotel & Towers
New York, NYThe Journal of Thoracic and CaCALL FORABSTRACTS: Abstract Deadline is Friday,
December 9, 2011
Course Directors
Randall B. Griepp, MD
Steven Lansman, MD, PhD
Co-Directors
Joseph E. Bavaria, MD
Joseph S. Coselli, MD
Nicholas T. Kouchoukos, MD
David Spielvogel, MD
Thoralf M. Sundt III, MD
PROGRAM OVERVIEW
The Aortic Symposium 2012 is a two-day symposium
focused on the pathophysiology, diagnosis, and treatment
of aortic aneurysms and dissections. The faculty consists of
world leaders in this field who have been invited to share their
experience regarding difficult problems in aortic disease.
PROGRAM FORMAT
The Aortic Symposium 2012 will primarily feature faculty
presentations of original work and ‘‘how I do it’’ videos.
Manuscripts and Videos selected from submitted abstracts
will comprise the balance of the program and may be consid-
ered for publication in the Journal of Thoracic and Cardio-
vascular Surgery. Accepted presentations will be available
on the Presentation on Demand (POD) System, a network
of computer stations distributed throughout the meeting
area that permits attendees to review PowerPoint and Video
presentations on demand.
CALL FOR ABSTRACTS
Abstract Deadline is Friday, December 9, 2011
To submit your abstract visit www.aats.org/aortic
TARGETAUDIENCE
This conference is designed to meet the educational needs
of cardiovascular and thoracic surgeons, residents, perfu-
sionists, ICU and OR nurses, and those involved with the
care of individuals with aortic disease.
ACCREDITATION
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery is ac-
credited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Med-
ical Education to provide continuing medical education for
physicians.
This live activity has been approved for AMA PRA Cate-
gory 1 Credits.AATS 92nd Annual Meeting
April 28–May 2, 2012
Moscone West Convention Center
San Francisco, CArdiovascular Surgery c Volume 142, Number 2 485
